
Utah Board of Juvenile Justice Minutes  
 

Committee Utah Board of Juvenile Justice  
 

Date 
Time 
Location 

Thursday, January 20, 2011 

8am – 9:30 a.m. 

Utah State Capitol Complex, Senate Bldg., Spruce Room 

 

Members 
Present 

Gaby Anderson, Pat Berckman,  Charri Brummer, Adam Cohen, Maria Garciaz, Gini Highfield, 
Spencer Larsen, Judge James Michie, Troy Rawlings,  Russ Van Vleet 

Members 
Excused 

James Marchel  

Members 
Absent 

Karen Crompton, Craig Dearden, Patrick Garcia, Princess Gutierrez, Max Jackson,  

Kaisa Kinikini, Morgan Lawson, Rachael Skidmore, Pam Vickrey 

Staff Reg Garff, Jo Lynn Kruse, Cuong Nguyen, David Walsh  
Visitors: Treva Bell 

 

Agenda 
Item 

  
Welcome and Chair’s Report   

Notes Adam Cohen called the meeting to order.  Gini Highfield made the motion to approve the 
minutes from the November meeting.  Pat Berckman seconded the motion which passed 
unanimously.  

 

Maria Garciaz received an invitation from the Coalition for Juvenile Justice (CJJ) to renew Utah’s 
State Advisory Group (SAG) membership in CJJ.  Maria Garciaz made the motion to approve 
the $5,000 membership dues.  Spencer Larsen seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 

 

Agenda 
Item 

Committee and Other Reports 

Notes Youth Committee/Do the Write Thing – Many essays have been received. The Youth 
Committee will get together and number the essays on February 1.  The mother of one of last 
year’s DTWT essay winners is putting together a commercial for DTWT.   Jeremy Holm, a U.S. 
Olympic Bobsledder from Sandy, Utah will hopefully be the keynote speaker at the DTWT 
luncheon.  A rally is scheduled at a St. George school in the Fall of 2011, to kick off the next 
DTWT Challenge. 
 
DMC Committee – Audrey Hickert, University of Utah Criminal Justice Center, provided a 
progress report of the Diversity Study.  Audrey reported on the tasks completed and changes to 
the project.  The changes included analyzing data from FY09-FY10 instead of FY06-FY09.  The 
change was suggested by the Juvenile Court to look at most recent/current diversion practice 
rather than the past.  The second change involved the extension of the timeline through March 
30, 2011, due to proposed changes to the project.  DMC members participated in a 
question/answer with Audrey and approved of the changes requested 
 
Assessment Phase -   Cuong reported that the Data Working Group held a meeting on 
November 8, 2010. The Group discussed forming an assessment plan beyond the diversion 
point of contact.  The plan is to be submitted with Utah’s DMC Three Year Plan which is due to 
OJJDP in March 2012.  Following the OJJDP’s DMC Five Steps Model of Interpreting RRI, 
Utah’s data suggests that the focus should expand to Arrest and Referral to Juvenile Court.  The 
data showed the two points of contact have statistical significance, large RRI magnitude, and 
large volume of activity compared to other points of contact.  The Working Group suggested that 
the RRI comparison was not applicable due to the national data not being up-to-date. The 
Working Group suggested they present RRI data to relevant professional, organization, and 
personnel about DMC and RRI, and ask for their input and collaboration prior to developing an 

Assessment Plan.   

 

Cuong requested $15,000 – $30,000 in funding from UBJJ for a Statewide DMC Assessment. 

Russ Van Vleet made the motion to approve up to $30,000 for the assessment.  Maria Garciaz 

seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   



 2 

 
FACJJ Update – Gini reported on the Dec. 2 – 3 FACJJ meeting in Washington D.C. and the 
2010 Annual Report from FACJJ.  The new structure of the organization will most likely have 
regional representatives, rather than a representative from each state.  The 2010 report focused 
on: Crossover Youth, School-to-Prison Pipeline, Law Enforcement and the Legal System, 
Community-Based Reentry Programs, and DMC issues.  The report can be found on the FACJJ 
website.  Gini thanked the UBJJ Board for the opportunity to serve as Utah’s representative to 
FACJJ.  The Board likewise thanked Gini for serving our State so well. 

 

Agenda 
Item 

Juvenile Justice Specialist Report 

Notes UBJJ Site Visit Assignments – Site visit assignments are posted on the UBJJ web page now.  
Some travel is authorized this year, but site visits must be done before travel is approved. 
 
Grant Budget Review – The 2007 money is spent.  The 2008 has $11,194 remaining, and the 
2009 technically has $33,551, although Reg just processed a de-obligation yesterday for 
approximately $3,000 (Green River).  2010 has $71,814 remaining.   
 
CCJJ Legislative Review – Legislative tracking started a week ago.  Next Monday is the first 
legislative review meeting, which Pat Berckman and Adam Cohen will attend.  After the Monday 
meetings, you may view the CCJJ website, click on legislative tracking and view current 
positions.  If you have questions or concerns, please contact Reg via email.  The current position 
by UBJJ on HB 0207 (Juvenile Amendments) is support.  This bill would create a huge fiscal 
impact for JJS.  Maria Garciaz made the motion to change our position on HB 0207 to oppose.  
Russ Van Vleet seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  Judge Michie abstained. 
 
OJJDP Compliance Audit Review – (Nov. 29 – Dec 2, 2010) Reg reviewed where the 
compliance audits took place and the outcomes.  The final report is due in March. 

 

Agenda 
Item 

JJDPA Compliance Monitoring 

Notes Treva Bell spoke about the JJDPA core requirements, which are: Deinstitutionalization of Status 
Offenders (DSO), Adult Jail and Lock-up Removal, "Sight and Sound" Separation, and 
Disproportionate Minority Contact (DMC).  
 
Treva reviewed the JJDP Act Compliance Monitoring Report Summary from 2004 – 2009 and the 
JJDPA Core Requirements Compliance Status from 2004 – 2008. 
 
Utah Juvenile Population, Utah Juvenile Confinement Data and JJDP Act Compliance Progress 
Since Becoming the JJDP Act Compliance Monitor in 1989 were also discussed. 

 

Next 
Meeting 

The next meeting is scheduled for 8 a.m., Thursday, February 17, 2011, Location to be 
determined. 

        Minutes prepared by Jo Lynn Kruse – Administrative Assistant  
         

 


